Alexis Nkurunziza Biography

My names are Alexis Nkurunziza, currently Executive Director at the  Rwanda Religious Leaders Forum (RRLF). RRLF is an ecumenical platform of religions and churches operating in Rwanda, these include the Catholics church, Anglicans church of Rwanda, Protestants, Pentecostals in general, Muslims and independents. The main idea of forming the RRLF was to adequately contribute to constructive ideas that would advise government and the leadership of Rwanda on how they can effectively respond on various issues (basic needs) which affects citizen’s lives in general, especially low-income families and individuals at grassroots and community level.  
RRLF seek to effectively play a significant role in the social and economic transformation of the Rwandan society through mindset change, alleviating poverty, improving service delivery, Democratic and economic governance in general, the promotion of small scale enterprises and the introduction of saving culture for community development. Beyond all, the RRLF aims at promoting sustainable peace through constructive dialogues, religion tolerance, unity and reconciliation and promotion of positive values and principals among Rwandans. Before my new carrier at RRLF, i had previously worked with the Umbrella of Human Rights Organization in Rwanda (CLADHO) for more than 7 Years. 
I am also the founder of the center for Economic and policy Priorities (CEPP) www.cepp-rw.org which is  one of the nation's premier policy organizations working at national and decentralized level on fiscal policy and public programs that affect low- and moderate-income families and individuals. It is also a think tank and a civic forum institution that seeks to promote pluralism of ideas through open, active and informed public debates on key policy issues, both economic and social. The center work also to propose feasible policy alternatives in various areas. 

In a nutshell Alexis Nkurunziza is a civil society and human rights partisan with more than 9 years experience in human rights movement in Rwanda and at continental level, founder of the CEPP as described above, a holder of a master’s degree in public finance at Stellenbosch university (western cape) South Africa and a masters of arts in Development studies at University of Rwanda, from the National University of Rwanda. 

I have been a country focal point for the international Budget partnership on the open budget index survey for the last six (6) years (2008-2015); have produced the first citizen guide budget document for the Ministry of finance and economic planning MINECOFIN/Republic of Rwanda and the Agriculture budget guide for the Ministry of Agriculture/Republic of Burundi. I have been a country coordinator for the state of the union project (SOTU) which promotes governance in African countries and currently seating on the committee of the East African Budget Network (EABN) as deputy chairperson.
I am Rwandan by citizenship, married and father of two sons and one daughter 
